Second
campcr

f ound
dead

Man, 78, had set out
in darkness, on steep
trall 10 help fnend

By Bobhy Cama Calvan
bealvan@sacbee. com.

‘'The woods were pltch-biack ;

'-that ‘moonless. night when: Jer- -.

ome. Smith :set "out for help, a
78-year-old on a crumbling 111]1-

- side trail in the mldemess near o

‘Lake Tahoe,

His friend: and ne1ghber, The— j '.
mas Hylton, 70, was in desperate. - .
need of medical attention, per=- .

* haps suffering aheart attack after

" men alone in the woods when a
camping trip turned into a frantle

search for help.
t Snnth didn't get far.

._ half-mile from the pair’s camp-
site - along, a rugged hillside Sat-
urday, two days after authorities

the Desolation Wilderness Area.
On Friday, they found the

sprawled near the men’s tents,
ﬁ about a mile south of Eagle Lake,
i just west of Lake Tahee s Enmr-

ald Bay.

. H Dorada. County™ éﬂtheﬁhes
“Found Smiith’s body -~ abodt a™

) launched ssdarch forthetwo Lin- -

| coln men; whorweré-camping in - 'rum for a longer campirig trip,

“They planneda’12-day tripin SEp-
_tember,”said Smith’s only son,
pair’s campsite - Hylton’s body iStuart, who lives in -Reno and
:Wwho joined the créw of 75 that
:searched the Sierra on foot, on

. hnrseback and by air.

v "My dad was very active, and

| -stayed active, He was still very ag-
-ile, but probably not as. aglle as
.his’mind was _telling
'ynunger Sn:uth eeud ﬂf 1113 father
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" “Theré was some kind ot medi-

Deaths.
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there lots of shale It's very'

steep, 'Lovell sald R
~Along the way, Smlth must

' havelost his footing, tumblmg 40
feet down a hillside; near Eagle:
Lake, while attemptmg te reach -

nghway 89.

- Authorities pleced tugether the .

events that led up to the men’s

~ tragic end, but detalls remamed
_unclear

Luvell sald autupmes wﬂl be E
perfnrmed oft both’ men, -who -
- lived -a" few ‘houses, apart on
pitching their tents - two elderly. - ‘Crocker Lane'in Lincoln Hills. It’s -

“unclear if either man had a cell

phone - and if so, whether a-call
from the deep woods could have
reeehed the outside world. -

Authent:es had launched a.

| searr:h for the tWwo men on Thurs-
day. after their wives: reported
. them overdue fmm: theu' twu-day
| campmg trlp 5

"““Thls was suppnsed te he a; dry -

him,” the

- above

SMITH

JEROME =

- man, 78,

- hisfootingand
| fell40feet.- -

N a retlred ceruﬁed pubhc acceun-
"+ tantand a former Boy Scout.

"“He went. out for help, hut
wasn 't famlhar mth the territo-

ry.”

stopped about two miles short of

their.destination and set up camp
about 100 yards from the trail,

“They set up:their tents, and'it
looks like they were preparing for |
their meal. Then somethingwent |
‘wrong; " said Lovell, the shenff’ -
~spokesman.

“It’s:$uch a sﬁeek, sald Klrb -
Hyltun who described his father
as an avid outdeursman I

. “He said he spoke to his. fether :
""" earlier this month, talking about -
the dsual things that famers and.: |
“sons do, “He was in fine health;” -
| the yeunger Hyltnn sau:l LT

The " Sheriff's

1 apparentlylost -

| ﬂepartment' -
. -Search and-Rescue Unit, accom-

pemed by ‘créws from the U.S.
" Forest: Service, California state
parks and state Office of Emer- |
‘gency Services, _
- woods to locate the missing men, |
while: a California Highway Pa- !

combed ~the. |

[ -
. . H

-~ The meri dmve up into the |
' thountains Monday and planned
to hike to Velma Lakes, starnng-'l

‘what was supposed'io be a five- -
. n:ule jaunt from. Eagle Falls. =

~ For - whatever reason, - they

- cal emergency,; maybe a heart at-
tack, maybe a: stroke - who

{ ‘knows?”said Lt. Les Lovell of the

El Dorado County Shenff's De-

- | 'partment.

This much is klwwn "‘Mr Hyl- '_
'ton suffered some kind of medi-
.cal emergency, and Mr. Smith

med to help,” Lovell said.

| Authentles surmised . that
. Smith attempted cardiopulmo-

- nary resuscitation after dragging
|, his companion to level ground.

With no other chmce, Smith

'. i set out in the darknees to seek
|i help.

. Smiith slipped nff Ius sandals,

laced up his hiking boots and hur-
riedly set out enth a small flash-

~ light chpped te hls belt Levell_

|l said.

2 “There Was no mnan out that

mght » Lovell said, addmg that’
the ‘terrain can be a challenge

trol. hellenpter searehed from' |

Call The Bee s Bﬂbby Cama L
Calvan, (916).321-1067. Bee.

Iresearcher She:IaA Kem con- -'

mbﬁred tﬂ thzs repm

even in-daylight, pamcularly f.ur
~ apair of elderly hikers.

“There s lots. ef loose rock uut
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